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advocates for their foster 

youth, but they take a 

huge role in supporting 

our agency.  Doug is an 

active member of  the 

Foster Parent Leadership   

Committee, and played a 

key role in the success of  

this year’s Holiday Party.   

FosterHope is honored 

to have Doug and Viola 

as part of  our foster care 

family.  Their uncondi-

tional commitment to 

the children in their care 

and unwavering loyalty 

to  our agency serves as    

inspiration to us all. 

Thank you                  

Doug & Viola!! 

FosterHope is proud to 

recognize foster parents, 

Doug and Viola Brown, 

as Foster Parents of  the 

Quarter! They are loving 

parents who are not only 

fiercely devoted to the 

welfare of  the children in 

their care, but also view 

their role as foster      

parents as their “life’s 

calling”.  They provide   

permanency for every 

child they bring into 

their home regardless of  

their age, embracing 

them as a member of  the 

family. They have        

already adopted one  

toddler, are currently 

preparing to adopt an 

additional toddler with 

special needs, have taken 

guardianship for their 

teen, and considering 

guardianship for yet    

another teen. They are    

always prepared to go 

the extra mile to give 

each child in their home 

a chance for success.  

Not only are they strong 
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Anthony is home for the 

holidays and boy we cannot 

be more proud of  him!    

Anthony came to the 

Brooksõ family as a 14 year- 

old, energetic, boy. The 

Brooksõ openly welcomed 

him to their home as their 

own, where Anthony quickly 

embraced the Brooksõ as his 

own permanent family.  

When he was a sophomore 

in high school he decided 

that he wanted to join the 

military and go to travel to 

Korea. Capitalizing on his 

strengths, Anthony persis-

tently pursued this goal by 

hitting the books and gradu-

ating high school in June, 

2012.  In addition, at age 18 

Anthony opted into the 

AB12 program, allowing him 

an opportunity to train and 

prepare for enlistment into 

the US Army.  In February 

2013, he excitedly left for 

boot camp and was shortly 

after deployed to proudly 

serve our country over seas. 

As his 2nd year in the army 

comes to a close, Anthony 

has put in a request to be sta-

tioned in Korea, Germany or 

Hawaii. For now, he is home 

for the holidays, visiting his 

family and his proud mom 

Secret Brooks.  Welcome 

Home Anthony!  

HOME FOR THE HOLDIAY S  
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T he holidays are a 

time of  both joy 

and sadness in foster 

care, as this is a time 

of  year that reminds 

many foster youth of  

the difficulties that 

brought them into 

care. In an effort to 

help make each childõs 

holiday happy and 

meaningful, Foster-

Hope reaches out to 

itõs community 

through the Little   

Angels sponsorship 

program. This year 

Little Angels from all 

over Sacramento 

County supported 

our agency and we 

are thrilled to report 

that we reached our 

goal of  $10,000!! We 

are truly grateful and 

would like to thank all 

of  our supporters, 

including the    

Olympus Pointe 

Stadium 12 Theater 

who allowed us to set 

up camp in their the-

ater for over a month!                              

I n addition, Foster-

Hope experienced 

a true Christmas   

miracle in the form of  

a 14 year-old girl 

name Elana Ledesma. 

Elana was determined 

to spend her holiday 

helping those who are 

less fortunate than 

she and organized a 

fundraiser enlisting 

community members 

to support her cause. 

She told us that she 

has a special place in 

her heart for foster 

youth, as her grandfather 

grew up in foster care, 

and she was impressed by 

our agency.  Well, we 

were truly impressed by 

Elanaõs generosity and 

blown away when she 

presented us with at a bag 

filled with $1500 in gift 

cards!  Thank you Elana 

for your amazing work 

and support! 
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T 
his past December, FosterHope hosted its Annual Holiday Party and this year we have a lot to be thankful for.  

We are absolutely thrilled with how the event unfolded.  We were showered with unbelievable support from 

our dedicated foster parents, local businesses, and community members.  Throughout this article it is my goal 

to convey to all of you just how fortunate we were this year; however, I must warn you that it will be tough, as 

it is almost unbelievable how much support and generosity we received from all over the Greater Sacramento Area! 

 

It would be best to start from the beginning.  In early November, FosterHope was approached by our   

Foster Parent Doug Brown with the surprise of a lifetime: the company in which he is employed, T & D 

Communications Inc., was teaming up with Sperry Commercial (sales/leasing/property management) to 

make FosterHopeõs Holiday Party the center of their annual holiday fundraiser!  Not only did they sponsor 

this event, but they started what turned out to be a contagious vibe of gift giving!  Through social network-

ing and just plain old fashion ôword of mouth,õ this fundraiser went beyond these two companies and     

enlisted support from companies all over the region.  Here is a list of just some of the donations Foster-

Hope received: fiscal donations to the party; gift cards; 5 lbs. of Tri-tip donated by a local butcher shop in 

Jackson, CA; 4 turkeys & 1 ham; beverages compliments of Chick-fil-A (Alta 

Arden Expwy); Tons of prizes for our raffles including movie tickets; Warriors NBA tickets; 

dinner certificates and several gift bags; stocking stuffers and fun from Gentle Dental of 

Rockland; brand-new winter coats for the kids; T-shirts for our volunteer staff; and a donated 

Santa suit.  Thank you Doug for your great work!  

 

In addition to all of these wonderful donations, FosterHope also received a vast amount of 

volunteer support.  Through the T&D communications and Sperry Commercial sponsorship 

campaign, various advertising on FosterHopeõs Facebook page, and support from our partners at 

JetBlue we received many enthusiastic inquiries on how folks can help.  Community members 

came to us with their sleeves rolled up and dove right in to wrap gifts, stuff stockings, and create 

beautiful centerpieces.  On the day of the event, volunteers arrived early to help set-up for the 

party and serve our families food and drinks throughout the entire evening!  We are pleased to 

announce that all of our food was 100% cooked, prepared, and served by our dedicated foster 

parents, staff, board members, and friends/family of our FosterHope community.  Special 

thanks also goes out to Secret Brooks, the Boltonõs, Doug & Viola Brown, and the members 

from our Foster Parent leadership committee for taking active roles in bringing some real holiday 

cheer to our party.  We really do have the best families around! 

 

It is safe to say that this yearõs party was the most fun it has been in years, 

where even Executive Director Erin Brown was provided the opportunity 

to relax and enjoy everyoneõs company!  The evening kicked off with deli-

cious home cooked food, carried on with fantastic raffle prizes and a visit 

from Santa Claus and his team of elves, and concluded with a ôhoppingõ 

dance floor ð which even Santa managed to join in on the fun!  Thank you everyone who helped to 

make this holiday season special for our families, making this a true Christmas to remember!              

         *for a list of our supporters please see page 5 



Board of  Directors 

* President: Daniel DiBenedetto 
* Secretary: Lee Kemper 
* Treasure: Kim Britz   

* Voting Member: Alice Bogart 
* Voting Member: Mary Peterson  

* Non-Voting Member: Daniel Iritani 

Executive Director 
Erin Brown LCSW 

ebrown@fosterhopesac.org 

  The Foster Parent Leadership 

Committee is growing, but we still need 

to hear from YOU. Please come and us in 

bring our voices to the organization. Our 

committee will meet once a month the 

times and location will vary according to 

the groups’ availability. Every parent is 

welcome. If you have any ideas or com-

ments  but are unable to attend submit 

 any questions or concerns to the suggestion box located at  

 the agency. We look forward to hearing from you! Contact 

 Secret Brooks at secretb@att.net.                                      

J oin us in our mission to touch the 
lives of families in need by helping 

us to recruit quality foster homes.  

There is a huge need for homes locat-

ed in certain  areas of Sacramento, as 

well as other  counties.   

FosterHope will provide a Recruit-

ment  Reward  for 

homes that you refer 

and accept a place-

ment for 30 days or 

more: 

ß $250 for any 

home in: Rose-

mont, Rancho 

Cordova, Carmichael, Arden , Rio 

Linda, Citrus Heights, North 

Highlands, Antelope, South Mid-

town/Oak Park/Curtis Park, Del 

Paso, Placer County, Yolo Coun-

ty, Stockton County 

ß $100 for any home in any area not 

listed  

Shop at Amazon by using       

FosterHopeõs Amazon 

Smile account!! 

Shop: 
http://smile.amazon.com/   

Select us by using our Tax 

ID 68-0073413 and      

Amazon will donate .5% of  

your  eligible purchase to 

FosterHope. 

Chick-fil-A 

Mr. Joshua Paul 

2101 Alta Arden Expy 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

Folsom Roadsters 

Mr. John Kiley 

Sacramento, CA 
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Deane and Company 

Severaid & Glahn Attorneys at Law 

WestCal-Joe Olson and Family 

T and D Communications 

Drumroll Designs 

Ewing Foley-Panduit & Roger Mendoza 

Daniel Duran at Comcast 

Amy Dender & Sperry Commercial 

LanTech 

JLP Services Inc. 

Printing Warehouse 

Integrity Administrators Inc. 

Advanced Building Maintenance 

Rocklin Gentle Dentist 

Carvell Printing  

David Nico at Life Safer 

Audrey Hanson &Lisa Lambert 

Karen Wenzlaff 

Mary Philippsen 

Scott Goldberg 

Izzy Schwartz 

Randy Bartlett 

Susan Naleway & Tiffany Hill at ECOM Engineering 

Melody Thomas 

Caitlyn Cleveland 

Vickie Hanley 

Mary & Bella Hanley 

Marina Isaac 

Tina Foster 

Eleanor Garcia 

Karen Delparse 

Maureen Chruch 

April Hudak  

Lisa Lambert 

Amy Dender 

Samova Yang 

Kathy Franklin 

Jer Khang 

Maria Limon 

Aline Thao 

Florin, Jason, and  

Johnny with T & D Communications 


